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> MIDDLE EAST WAR DRUMS BEATING. WORST IS YET TO COME 


NOTICE TO READERS (/stories/notice-readers) 


1 day ago By admin 8 comments 
y ago | | 


The mission of The Trends Research Institute Is to compile and analyze the hard facts 
and essential current event dynamics forming future trends. 


Don’t wait for the “official” word. 

For them, the future is off limits. 

Prepare-Prevail-Prosper now. 

As the facts prove, I’m on record as the first to forecast the 1987 stock market crash. 
The “Dot Com Bust.” It’s in the Trends Journal, October 1999. 

In 2007, | took out the domain name the “Panic of '08." 


And, for the past several months, | have forecast the “Greatest Depression,” the first 
stage of which has already begun. 


As | have often noted, if you prepare for the worst and the worst does not happen, you've 
lost nothing. 


If you don’t prepare for the worst and the worst happens, you can lose everything. 


The Greatest Depression that will be far worse than any economic downturn in modern 
history. 


The facts are clear. 


Read them in this first edition of the weekly Trends Journal. 


BROKEN CHINA (/stories/broken-china) 


1 day ago | Byadmin | 2 comments 


From corporate profits, tax revenue, rail freight, property sales, and other economic 
measures, the world's largest economy is much weaker than the “official” government 
data. 


For example, according to various studies, China's unemployment rate is 5.3 percent, not 
the lower 4 percent range the government has been putting out. 


Indeed, as goes China, so too does much of the world's economy. 


It is estimated that between a quarter and third of the entire global economic expansion 
over the past ten years has been driven by China. 


The stronger the consumer segment, the higher sales go. 


On their “home” front, housing accounts for 25 percent of GDP growth. 


In an attempt to arrest slowing growth demand, last week China injected $126.4 billion to 
boost bank lending capacity and lowered their reserve requirement ratios to reverse 
economic contraction. 


Despite these measures, the Trends Journal assessment is “too little too late.” 


Adding to their burden is the “hidden debt” of over $500 billion spent by provincial 
governments which must be paid back before the end of the year. But, as indicators 
reveal, the money is not there to be paid back. 


Overall, it is being reported that an increasing number of economists have lowered 
China’s GDP below 6 percent, not 6.5 percent growth range the government contends. 


For example, in August alone, imports were down 5.6 percent — the eighth fall in the past 
nine months. 


TRENDPOST: A key indicator for both developed and underdeveloped nations is to 
actively monitor car sales, which act as a barometer of living standards. 


China’s auto sales, which account for about 10 percent of its GDP, contracted 6.9 percent 
in August. Passenger car sales, the fourteenth consecutive decline, have fallen 11 
percent year-to-date. 


Over in India, auto sales are down for each month of the year, fell 41 percent in August, 
its worst drop ever. 


And they’re even down “Down Under.” In Australia, where average household incomes 
per capita decreased, taking people back to the levels of 2010, in August, car sales fell 
for the seventeenth month in a row. Year-to-date sales are down 8 percent. 


The weakness of the auto industry will be a major factor in the increasing speed of the 
global slowdown. Reading the data in this section, it’s clear that with median income 
stagnant and car prices going up, the troubles of the car industry are going to get worse. 


While auto sales boosted U.S. consumer spending in August, the weakness of the auto 
industry has fallen deeper in Europe. 


For example, the pessimism rang clear at the world’s largest automobile event of the 
year, the “International Motor Show” in Frankfurt, Germany. 


One newspaper headline reads, “Executive Dread Clouds Frankfurt Auto Show,” and 
another “An Industry Shakeout is Coming.” 


Neither Toyota nor Fiat Chrysler exhibited at the Show, citing the high cost of display isn't 
worth the potential upside. 


Moreover, as the industry puts more of its resources in the future on electric/hybrid 
vehicles, which highlighted the event, electric cars and plug-in hybrid vehicles accounted 
for just 2.4 percent of overall car sales in the EU. 


Why? 


Batteries, first invented in 1800, are essentially an antiquated technology. It was one of 
our Top Ten Trends for 2017 (https://trendsresearch.com/stories/electric-vehicles-kill-gas- 
powered-cars-dont-bet-it). 


THE SLOWDOWN IS GLOBAL (/stories/slowdown- 
global) 


1 day ago | Byadmin | 3 comments 


More evidence the Global Slowdown is speeding up. 


The Munich-based think tank Ifo has warned, "the German economy is at risk of falling 
into recession" 


Speaking at the Council on Foreign Relations, Mark Carney, Governor of the Bank of 
England, warned the chances of a global slowdown have gone up and downside risks 
have increased. 


Add them up — India, Argentina, Venezuela, Brazil, Turkey, plus scores of other nations 
whose names and places we don't know or remember — are not only slowing down... 
they are already down and out. 


And it has little to do with trade wars or tariffs. 
The world suffers from outdated, failing, ruinous socioeconomic and political systems. 


However, Carney, as with the other central bankers contend that major nations, including 
the U.S., still have the capacity to borrow and spend more to help stimulate growth in 
times of trouble. 


Doubling down on the Carney bet, as expected, this past Thursday the European Central 
Bank injected another round of monetary methadone to keep the addicted economic bull 
running. 


The ECB announced the biggest package of interest rate cuts and quantitative easing 
stimulus in over three years, claiming it would reverse flagging eurozone growth. 


Again inventing new schemes undreamed of, the ECB cut interest rates from minus 0.4 
percent to negative 0.5 percent while buying 20 billion euros a month worth of securities 
beginning November ist. 


Wanting more cheap money to keep America’s economy on a high note prior to Election 
Day 2020, following the ECB announcement, President Trump ridiculed the U.S. Federal 
Reserve as being “Boneheads” and tweeted: “The Federal Reserve should get our 
interest rates down to ZERO, or less, and we should then start to refinance our debt,” 
adding that “the USA should always be paying the lowest rate.” 


How low is “lowest rate?” 


Adding to the modern-day monetary insanity, following the ECB rate cut, Denmark sank 
its interest rates down to a world-record low of negative 0.75 percent. 


Trend Forecast: The White Shoe Boys need something much stronger than the central 
bank junkies’ monetary methadone drugs to keep them high. 


The artificial stimulus measures injected into global financial systems artificially boosted 
economies, creating distortions in equity and real estate markets while severely eroding 
pensions and personal saving account opportunities. 


Therefore, continuing central banks' stimulus measures will not only further inflate the 
$250 trillion global debt bubble that will soon explode, the latest injections will at best 
temporarily mitigate, but not reverse the global economic slowdown, and it will in fact 
worsen Greatest Depression implications. 


Regardless, there will be a growing, loud chorus of Banksters, politicians and special 
interests calling on governments to implement fiscal stimulus to boost slumping 
economies as the monetary measures fail to reverse the downtrend. 


Before a “crash” there will be a meltdown. 


Before meltdown comes a “slowdown”... and the slowdown is speeding up as evidenced 
by the facts and data you're reading now in the Trends Journal. 


AMERICA: HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN? 
(/stories/america-happy-days-are-here-again) 


1 day ago | Byadmin | 1 comment 


While much of the world is experiencing declining growth, the U.S. economy, despite its 
Purchasing Managers index (PMI) hitting a ten year low in August, the low unemployment 
rate has helped boost retail sales... but not enough to stop the overall retail worries. 


Retail bankruptcies rose sharply, with more expected in the second half of the year, and 
store closures are skyrocketing. 


According to the professional services firm BDO USA LLP, brick-and-mortar stores will 
continue to close at a higher rate as retailers grapple with excessive debt, over 
expansion, private equity-ownership pressures and changing consumer behavior. 


Adding to soft retail number expectations, the 2018 holiday season suffered its worst 
sales performance since 2009. 


A report issued by Coresight Research predicts more than 12,000 stores will close, 
compared with one-half that number in 2018. 


Beyond retail, growth in the lodging sector is also slowing. 


For almost a decade, the hotel business was on a roll. No more. Hotel owners in large 
cities say they are getting squeezed by weaker demand, higher labor costs, and too 
many new hotels going up which are putting pressure on the rates they can charge. 


According to one president of a hotel chain, “The floodgates have opened in terms of 
supply.” 

New York City looks particularly vulnerable. Over the past decade the City saw a 
dramatic rise in the number of new hotel rooms being built, yet now there’s a drop in 
overall capacity. 


TRENDPOST: Among the first sectors to be hit by the Greatest Depression will be 
hospitality, real estate, auto and retail. 


Businesses and individuals whose livelihood and future are tied to those sectors should 
begin planning now for the future. Despite the dramatic coming contraction, there will be 
new OnTrendprenuer“ opportunities to build brands stronger and/or seek new directions 
to create products and services that will thrive in the coming socioeconomic and 
geopolitical environment. 


BANKSTERS PREPARE FOR ZERO RATES 
(/stories/banksters-prepare-zero-rates) 


1 day ago | Byadmin | 1 comment 


The biggest U.S. banks are already discussing additional fees and charges as they 
prepare for interest rates to go to zero or lower. 


Just a year ago the Federal Reserve was raising rates. Top banksters including Jamie 
Dimon, Chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase, and Presstitute's favorite economic 
“experts” were predicting rates would continue to increase throughout 2019. 


Wrong again. Trends Journal readers, however, were kept ahead of the news as Gerald 
Celente predicted lower interest rates back in December 2018. 


TREND TRACKING LESSON: Put yourself in the Banksters’, major media, 
multinationals’ and governments’ shoes. If you were them, would you be telling your 
customers to tighten their purse strings to prepare now for troubling economic times 
ahead? 


It's their business to get you to believe their pitch so they can get you to buy whatever 
they’re selling. 


Denying the hard facts and numbers, for most of 2019, the “establishment” denied a 
global slowdown even existed. Now they're admitting it but are quick to say the major 
banks can “handle” the situation. 


No they can’t, and no, they won't. 


While we will continue to provide you with hard evidence, “Think for Yourself.” Observe 
the best you can the current events forming future trends. 


Don’t buy their rhetoric. They don’t have what it takes to regenerate positive growth and 
stop the Greatest Depression. 


And again, the mainstream media “twist” will continue to be news that the world’s major 
economies will “stimulate” their way out of a weakening economy with promises of more 
business inducements, infrastructure spending and construction projects. 


Off With Their Heads 2.0 


Across the globe, the so-called “populist” movements — ¡.e., masses revolting against 
establishment governments that enrich the one percent while the average John and Jane 
Doe suffer declining living standards — will intensify as socioeconomic and political 
conditions deteriorate. 


In the "Land of the Free," where the ruling establishment brags that the economy has 
never been better, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, median household income, 
adjusted for inflation, is at 1999 levels. 


At the bottom half, according to the Federal Reserve, all U.S. households, when adjusted 
for inflation, lost 32 percent of their wealth since 2003. 


However, the top one percent have twice as much wealth during the same period. And, 
since the "Panic of "08," their assets increased 72 percent. 


For workers on the multi-national plantations of Slavelandia, income growth remains 
weak. This is in part because employers have become more adept at holding down 
wages. They have become more adept at using technology, consolidating industries such 
as retail, communications, high-tech and banking... while the share of workers who are in 
unions, which push for worker pay raises, continues to steadily decline. 


GEOPOLITICAL FREAK SHOW (/stories/geopolitical- 
freak-show) 


1 day ago | Byadmin | 3 comments 


Its the 21st century human condition. 


From top to bottom, iťs the sign of the times. 
Watch, look and listen. 
Its a global freak show of world leaders. 


Red Carpets, soldiers dressed in military drag saluting as the band plays on for the 
political nobility walking down the aisle. 


And as socioeconomic and geopolitical conditions deteriorate, the people are feeling it in 
the pocketbooks and feeling it in their bones. 


Over in the U.K., in response to the ongoing Brexit Calamity Show, an average Joe, 
called it like it is: “They're all Idiots. Stuck up, stupid, useless Idiots,” said Liam Peter, a 
carpenter who voted for Brexit in 2016. 


He makes the case that a majority voted to leave the European Union. 


Simple and direct: Leave! 


Yet as Mr. Peter points out, Britain's “stupid, useless idiots” with endless in-fighting and 
never-ending negotiating ploys “have turned one of the most important decisions in our 
history into a farce.” 


L L They're all Idiots. Stuck up, stupid, useless Idiots. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: As l've been questioning for decades, “How can anybody with 
intelligence have any faith in politicians? 


Don't believe me? 
Google the definition of a politician. 


The second meaning cited is: “A person who acts in a manipulative and devious way, 
typically to gain advancement within an organization.” 


Merriam-Webster's second meaning: “A person primarily interested in political office for 
selfish or other narrow usually short-sighted reasons.” 


Indeed, “politically correct” is an oxymoron that only morons believe is correct. 


WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR 
(/stories/when-all-else-fails-they-take-you-war) 
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America lives in a constant state of war. 


And yet, it’s not a primary issue among the population, nor among the Democratic 
contestants in The Presidential Reality Show. 


In fact in the first two rounds of Democratic candidate debates, foreign policy issues were 
barely addressed, taking up just 3 percent of the total dialogue. 


Among the population, Afghanistan, the longest war by far in the nation’s history might as 
well be ancient history. 


Despite trillions spent on the never-ending War on Terror in which Afghanistan is just one 
episode, it’s long forgotten and the general public doesn’t seem to care. 


When peace talks between the U.S. and the Taliban broke down a few weeks ago, rather 
than admit the negotiations had failed, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tried to turn 
defeat into victory. 


He moronically declared, “al-Qaeda is defeated and a shadow of its former self in 
Afghanistan.” 


Speaking to ignorant fools who swallow D.C. bullshit, the lying disgrace of a human being 
went on to say 19 years of war had “greatly reduced the risk that an attack on the United 
States of America would emanate from Afghan soil.” 


Success? 

No. Failure! 

After 18 years the Taliban have regained control of over half the country. 
Success? 

No. Failure! 


Data provided by the Pentagon shows more than 775,000 U.S. service members have 
been deployed to Afghanistan at least once. Over 2,000 American military deaths, over 
20,000 wounded, over 1,700 U.S. civilian contractors killed, 


The numbers detail the story of a war that has persisted for an entire generation 
wreaking death to thousands of American soldiers, the murder of tens of thousands 
Afghani people and the devastation of an entire nation. 


Between 2001 and 2012, the cost of the war climbed, particularly after President Obama 
announced a troop surge soon after taking office. 


And, according to U.S. Central Command data, in 2018, the U.S. dropped more bombs 
on Afghanistan than ever before. 


MIDDLE EAST MADHOUSE (/stories/middle-east- 
madhouse) 


1 day ago | By admin 


Today, 17 September 2019 is the Israeli election for Prime Minister. 


One was held in April, which was won by Benjamin Netanyahu, the longest serving Prime 
Minister. 


Despite winning, he was unable to form a majority coalition. 


Facing a pre-trial hearing in connection with three separate corruption cases: Bribery, 
fraud and breach of trust, he wanted coalition members to agree that as PM, his royalty 
was above the law and could not be brought up on charges. 


Strongly supported by President Trump, campaign posters plastered throughout Israel, 
some several stories tall, show the PM and the President warmly smiling, shaking hands 
as the best of friends. 


Locked in a razor-tight race and fighting for his political survival, in an effort to assure key 
voters turn up at the polls, he vowed to annex the Palestinian West Bank. 


"I intend to extend sovereignty on all the settlements and the (settlement) blocs," 
including "sites that have security importance or are important to Israel's heritage," 
Netanyahu said. 


“Settlements?” 
No. “Land Grabs.” 


Israel took control of the West Bank from Jordan in the 1967 war. 


Israeli settlements (land grabs), are illegal under international law. They are in violation of 
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 which states: "The Occupying Power 
shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it 
occupies." 


The United Nations Security Council, the United Nations General Assembly, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Court of Justice and the High 
Contracting Parties to the Convention have all affirmed that the Fourth Geneva 
Convention applies and that this is occupied territory and Israeli settlements there are 
illegal. 


However, Netanyahu stated that because of “my personal relationship with President 
Trump, | will be able to annex all the settlements in the heart of our homeland.” 


A spokesperson for the Palestinian Liberation Organization made it clear that if 
Netanyahu pursues this strategy, “All bets are off. Dangerous aggression. Perpetual 
conflict.” 


TRENDS FORECAST: Despite who wins the election today, be it Netanyahu or his 
equally hardline rival Benny Gantz, former Chief of General Staff of the Israel Defense 
Forces, there will be no peace or conciliation among Israel, Palestine and its neighbors. 


Moreover, as we had forecast as one of our Top Trends for 2018, “Market Shock, Mass 
Murder,” the Israel/U.S./Saudi coalition against Iran will intensify. 


While there are personal differences among the various Israeli political factions, the vast 
majority of them are war hawkish. 


Whether the next conflict is with the PLO, Syria, Lebanon, or, most dangerously, Iran, the 
powder keg Middle Eastern environment remains the most likely place a wild card event 
could ignite, accelerating the arrival of the Greatest Depression. 


THE OIL WILD CARD (/stories/oil-wild-card) 


1 day ago | By admin 


Saudi Oil Giant on Fire 


Over the weekend the Houthi faction in Yemen claimed responsibility for drone attacks 
which hit two major facilities run by Saudi Aramco, the country's largest producer. 


The impact affects five million barrels a day of crude oil which is nearly half of the Saudi 
output and 5 percent of the entire global oil supply. 


This comes as no surprise given Houthi's long standing threats to counter Saudi Arabia's 
aggression in Yemen since March 2015 that has resulted in the worst humanitarian crisis 
in the world. 


As a result of the drone strike, both Brent crude and West Texas Intermediate oil prices 
spiked 14 percent. 


“Locked and Loaded” 


Fanning the flames of war President Trump on Sunday stated the U.S. is “locked and 
loaded" as it awaits verification of who was behind the attack on the Saudi oil supply. 


"There is reason to believe that we know the culprit...but are waiting to hear from the 
Kingdom as to who they believe was the cause of this attack, and under what terms we 
would proceed!", he tweeted. 


U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo made even more direct accusations stating that 
Iran was responsible for “an unprecedented attack on the world's energy supply.” But like 
Trump provided no proof. 


Iran dismissed the allegations as “meaningless,” not comprehensible” and “pointless.” 
Blaming Iran without proof is part of the expanding U.S. war script. 


Back in May and June when several oil tankers were sabotaged in the Persian Gulf, 
Washington, without providing a shred of evidence, claimed Iran was responsible. 


TREND TRACKING LESSON: Watch the words. Listen carefully. Don’t get sucked into 
the drama. 


Locked and Loaded? 

Idiotic tough boy talk. 

And understand how they use language to manipulate. 

Did Trump provide hard evidence that Iran was behind the drone strikes? 
No. 

Just a “reason to believe.” 

And who should we believe? 


We are “waiting to hear from the Kingdom as to who they believe was the cause of this 
attack.” 


The Kingdom? 


“Believe” the murderous Saudi Gang that illegally invaded and has been destroying 
Yemen with the bombs and military intelligence supplied by the United States? 


And “believe” America’s esteemed Secretary of State Pompous Pompeo? 
No evidence. No specific facts. Just unsubstantiated “beliefs.” 


And the mainstream media helped push this U.S. narrative along with hyperbolic 
headlines like the Times on Monday, “Saudi Oil Attack Photos Implicate Iran, U.S. Says.” 


Notice the word, “implicate,” which means to involve in an incriminating way. Yet the 
photos proved nothing. Not until the tenth paragraph of the story did the NY Times article 
state. 


“The satellite photographs released on Sunday did not appear as clear cut as officials 
suggested, with some appearing to show damage on the western side of the facilities, not 
from the direction of Iran or Iraq.” 


The Times article went on to say, “If Iran, or one of its proxies in Iraq or Yemen, carried 
out the attacks, it would fit into a strategy Iran has followed for months in its escalating 
confrontation with the Trump administration.” 


Again note the words used: “If” and “would fit into a strategy” which are conditional and 
based on thought up possibilities, not empirical evidence. 


Iran has flatly denied the allegations that it launched the attack drones. 


U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, John Abizaid, said Washington "strongly" condemned 
the attacks on the two facilities. 


"These attacks against critical infrastructure endanger civilians, are unacceptable, and 
sooner or later will result in innocent lives being lost," 


Innocent lives being lost? 


Lost in the war of words between the U.S. and Iran is the world’s worst humanitarian 
disaster in Yemen where outside attacks from Saudi Arabia, backed by the U.S., has 
killed more than 100,000 people according to the Yemen Data Project. 


The First Shot 


The civil war conflict in Yemen began in 2014, after the Houthis seized control of Sana'a, 
the capital. 


An Arab military coalition, led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, intervened 
in the war early in 2015, with the aim of defeating the Houthis who have been in Yemen 
for nearly 1000 years and restoring the puppet Yemeni government installed by the 
United States and had been more favorable towards the Saudis. 


In opposition to U.S. support of Saudi Arabia in the Yemen war, (in 1934, the new 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had attacked Yemen but could not defeat them), this past 
March the United States Senate passed a resolution to end US support of Saudi Arabia. 


The bill was vetoed by President Trump and in May the Senate failed to override the 
veto. 


The Houthis did claim responsibility for the drone attacks on Saudi oil fields and more 
attacks would be coming and “more painful as long as its [Saudi] aggression and siege 
continue.” 


TREND FORECAST: As we have been long warning, should the Middle East powder keg 
explode and send oil prices above $100 a barrel, equity markets and economies around 
the world will crash, igniting the Greatest Depression. 


While oil prices had their sharpest spike in history, up some14 pecent following the 
Houthi attack on the Saudi oil fields, gold prices closed flat and the Dow sunk modestly, 
down 0.52 percent. 


Cooling things down a bit, President Trump said, | don't want war with anybody but we 
are prepared more than anybody ... We have a lot of options but we are not looking at 
options right now.” 

“That was a very large attack and it could be met with an attack many, many times larger 
very easily by our country, but we are going to find out who definitively did it first,” he 
added. 


Iranian president Hassan Rouhani, said the attacks on Aramco were a “reciprocal 
response” by the Houthi's in response to Saudi aggression against Yemen. 


As | have long noted, the reason why the President Trump has not responded militarily 
against Iran following the oil field attack is the same reason he did not strike back 
following Iran's downing of a hundred million dollar U.S. drone they claimed was flying 
over their territory: It would Pearl Harbor in the Straits of Hormuz. 


Iran would blow the U.S. battle fleet patrolling those waters into oblivion. 
Iran is not Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen, etc. 


It is an advanced society with advanced weaponry. 


Thus, following the Houthi attack on Saudi oil fields, while the Presidential bluster is 
loudly blaring, negotiations behind the scenes may be in the works, thus easing market 
volatility 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Society will continue to devolve unless there is an international 
push for peace. 


On a high note, for example, a potential first step toward easing tensions between 
Moscow and Kiev took place as 70 prisoners, 35 on each side, were exchanged last 
week following weeks of negotiations. And, there are announcements that more prisoner 
exchanges will be coming in the weeks ahead. 


President Putin said the exchange would be a step toward normalizing relations. 


Indeed, “normalizing” relations becomes a monumental challenge with so many abnormal 
heads of state leading nations large and small. 


STAY AND DIE (/stories/stay-and-die) 


1 day ago | By admin 


Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen ... America's endless wars of regime change have 
not only cost trillions, murdered millions, destroyed nations and fanned the flames of 
revenge, they have greatly fueled the refugee problem. 


Silent in the media and taboo from politicians, barely a word is spoken as to why Europe 
is flooded with people who have risked their lives to escape war-torn violence rather than 
stay in their country and lose their lives. 


As noted in a recent Pew Research poll, a majority of Americans do not believe the 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan are worth the cost. 


And in opposition to enriching the military industrial complex mentality of American 
politicians, a July IPSOS polled showed 70 percent of Americans consider U.S. arms 
sales a hazard to the nation’s security while only 9 percent said it made the U.S. more 
safe. 


TRENDPOST: Since the end of World War II, Congress has been in direct violation of the 
U.S Constitution by granting war powers to El Presidente. 


Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 clearly states: “The Congress shall have Power . . . To 
declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules conquering Captures 
on Land and Water. 


And despite the clause that succinctly states, “To raise and support Armies, but no 
Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years,” the Afghan 
War and others continue to drag on. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Why are populist and anti-immigration movements on the rise 
throughout Europe? 


When did the flood of migrants and refugees escalate? 


Long forgotten was the warning from Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi before he was 
murdered in a regime change war led by French President Nicolas “Slime Ball” Sarkozy, 
U.S. President Barack “Nobel Peace of Crap Prize Winner” Obama and U.K Prime 
Minister David “No Cajones” Cameron. 


Appearing on France 24 television on March 7, 2011, Qaddafi stated that floods of 
migrants from Africa and the Middle East would swarm into Europe if his government was 
overthrown: “There are millions of blacks who could come to the Mediterranean to cross 
over to France and Italy, and Libya plays a role in security in the Mediterranean,” he said 
prophetically. 


Now, eight years later, the “lost security” that we wrote and warned about in the Summer 


2011 Trends Journal has become harsh reality: “It is clearly now undeniable that this 
country (Libya) finds itself in this situation because someone, in 2011, put their own 
interests ahead of those of the Libyan people and of Europe itself,” Italian Defense 
Minister Elisabetta Trenta proclaimed last September. 


Identity Politics 


In this era of identifying right and wrong with labels based on race, creed, color, gender, 
etc., good and evil has no barriers or limits. 


For example, Barack Obama, who was reluctant to intervene in Libya, was persuaded to 
use deadly military force to overthrow Qaddafi by Washington's three witches of 
Macbeth: “The change became possible, though, only after Mrs. Clinton joined Samantha 
Power, a senior aide at the National Security Council, and Susan Rice, Mr. Obama’s 
ambassador to the United Nations, who had been pressing the case for military action,” 
wrote the New York Times in the lead up to the war. 


YOUR MONEY AND YOUR LIFE (/stories/your-money- 
and-your-life-0) 
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Geopolitics, economics, populism, militarism, climate change ... whatever it might be and 
wherever it is coming from, powerful Globalnomic“ trend dynamics will deepen the 
Greatest Depression. 


In fact, two studies recently released show that stress over money is making millions of 
Americans sick. And you can be sure, that it extends far beyond U.S. soil. 


The Panic of ‘08 is Still Being Felt 
A new perspective on the impact of the Great Recession has been generated by a study 


from the Association for Psychological Science. 


The 2008 economic collapse put a massive dent in financial stability for millions of 
Americans. And the effect was more than just lost jobs and reduced income. 


Those who suffered hardship from the economic decline were more likely to experience 
lasting mental health issues including anxiety, drug use, and depression. 


Researchers say these mental health issues are still evident years after the recession 
ended. 


A new study published last week reveals alarming news: from 1999 to 2016 the suicide 
rate of Americans ages 25-64 has jumped 41 percent. 


Forty-one percent! 


Not surprisingly, the biggest factor was the growing poverty rate, particularly in rural 
areas of western states and in Appalachia and the Ozarks where there is more social 
isolation and difficulties accessing mental health services. 


The #1 worry? 


Millions have cited the high cost of health care stresses them out most, which then leads 
to more health problems. 


The poorer they become the less health care they can afford. 


Clearly, that is a major reason why Medicare for all ranks at the top of the promise list 
from Democratic candidates running in the 2020 Presidential Reality Show. 


For example, of Americans aged 25-45, three in four surveyed reported taking “risky” 
actions to save money on medical expenses. 


More specifically, 33 percent delayed seeking medical help in the hope their condition 
would just go away; 27 percent considered avoiding medical attention due to high 
deductibles, and 22 percent scheduled a medical appointment, but never showed after 
considering the bill. 


The impact on people's lives spreads beyond physical health issues and is negatively 
affecting relationships. 


Thirty-five percent of respondents cited stress over money has affected their relationship 
with a spouse or significant other. 


Another 26 percent said financial concerns have harmed close friendships and have 
negatively affected their performance at work. 


The situation is so bad, many of those surveyed said they had purposely taken less than 
the recommended dose of a medication in order to prolong the time before having to pay 
to have it refilled. 


Almost half the people said high medical costs were causing them to skip seeking 
treatment altogether. 


Older Americans are also feeling the financial squeeze over health care. Sixty-nine 
percent admitted one of their top fears in retirement is generating medical bills they won't 
be able to pay. 


That the widening gap between the wealthy and the poor in the U.S. is a health issue is 
not opinion, but fact. 

Wealthy Americans can now expect to live up to 15 years longer than their poor 
counterparts, reports in the British medical journal The Lancet. 


And a 2016 study in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) found the 
richest 1 percent of women live more than a decade longer than the poorest 1 percent of 
women. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: How to prepare for the Greatest Depression? 


It starts with you. It starts with all of us. 


Games over, Fights on. 


Again, “Think for Yourself.” 


Step #1, as | see it, it’s very important to get in the best shape you can physically, 
emotionally and spiritually ... I'm not talking about religion. That's your own trip and there 
are over 4,000 faith or belief systems to follow. 


I’m talking about who you are, what you want to be, and how to become more 
enlightened and do better. 


Prepare-Prevail-Prosper. 
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